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Abstract

" Digital Television Broadcast Station Model Development Project: A Community Service
Project of Ubon Ratchathani Province" was funded by Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Research and Development Fund for the Public Interest (BTFP) under Office of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC). The objectives of the project were @) to
develop a digital terrestrial television station model for Ubon Ratchathani Province, and simulate
the operation according to the guidelines of the Office of the NBTC, lo) to develop a model content
program according to the community television service framework in accordance with local context
of Ubon Ratchathani Province and use it as a guideline for business operations, and e) to promote
the preparation for applying for a license for a digital TV operator through the mechanisms of
personnel development and operational practices.

The organization process of Media Foundation for Happiness Creation included the
community digital TV committee meetings to develop content program models, community TV
digital editorial broad meetings, production practices in the target area of & communities in Ubon
Ratchathani Province, and broadcasting experiment between me July boee - bz February boew, &
hours per week (e&o hours of total weeks) via different media channels including local cable TV
channels, websites, Facebook, and YouTube. According to the & meetings, the committee
summarized/found that the development of the community television station model required to
be managed by the committees who come from various professions. It required regular workers,
media consultants, program producers, and community volunteers as well as equipment for
producing programs. The appropriate budget for the model station is approximately en,&oo,000 baht
per year.

Throughout the experimental broadcasting, there were me programs that were produced by
both Media Foundation for Happiness Creation, and the local community. The two most popular
programs were a documentary about Esan people’s ways of life, and their livelihood entitled Kon
Ha Gin Thin Esan (People living in Isan), and Jaw Khao Chao Ubon (Ubon Daily News) which focused

[o]e]



on interesting news outside of the mainstream. These programs were produced by the Media
Foundation for Creating Happiness. However, most of the programs were talk shows produced by
the local community.

To prepare the community for applying for a license for a digital television operator, both
personnel and financial management are essentially required. The corporation and participation
between regular workers and community workers are necessary. Meanwhile, financial support can
be obtained from the NBTC fund and public/private donors. Preparing sufficient equipment for TV
program production and broadcast as well as the community itself for becoming a community digital

TV service provider is necessarily required.
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